
April 25 - May 2, 2022
Tour Leader: Eric Ripma

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (all photos on this trip report by tour participant, Husam Rasoul)

Texas and Louisiana
Migration Madness on the Gulf



April 27 – Bolivar Peninsula and Rice Fields

On this morning, we started on the Bolivar Peninsula along the Gulf Coast. Our first 
stop at Rollover Pass provided many new species in a very short period of time. Twelve 
species of shorebirds including our only Marbled Godwits were seen in quick succes-
sion, our only Bonaparte’s Gull of the tour, six species of terns, many wading species, 
and a few passerines rounded out our highlights. Afterwards, we headed to some near-
by saltwater marsh. It wasn’t long before we were enjoying great views of many Seaside 
Sparrows and eventually a Clapper Rail! A Bronzed Cowbird at this location was also a 

April 26 – Sheldon Lake and High Island

After severe storms caused some delays in flights, everyone made it to Houston, al-
though fairly late on the 25th.  We all gathered the next morning to start the tour and see 
what birds the storms might have knocked down along the Gulf Coast! Our first stop, on 
the way to High Island, was at Sheldon Lake. Within a few minutes, we were watching 
our target for this location, a couple Limpkins. We enjoyed a variety of other wading and 
marsh birds, but it was time to head to High Island. It was a busy morning and afternoon 
at High Island after the previous night’s storms had stalled many migrants along the 
coast. Highlights were many and inlcuded many warbler species including a Cerulean 
and Black-throated Blue, a variety of thrushes, tanagers, orioles, Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
and more! It was a great first day of birding.
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April 27 – Continued

highlight! Our next stop was at Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary which provided one 
of the highlights of the trip, watching large flocks of feeding American Avocets! A large 
number of other shorebirds, terns, and a few Reddish Egrets were also great. In the 
afternoon, we headed out to bird some of the rice fields in the area. We added many 
shorebirds to our list including a couple American Golden-Plovers and a few Wilson’s 
Phalaropes.

April 28 – Angelina National Forest and Cattail Marsh

On this morning, we started in the piney woods of Angelina National Forest. 
There had been a recent fire in this area that made finding the piney woods spe-
cialties rather difficult. In the early morning, a Kentucky Warbler and some 
Red-headed Woodpeckers provided entertainment. We started heading out of the 
piney woods in the late morning and came across some of the unburnt forest. As 
soon as we got out of the vehicle, we could hear Red-cockaded Woodpecker and 
Brown-headed Nuthatch.  It wasn’t long before we had great views of both species 
and long views of a singing Bachman’s Sparrow! After lunch, we headed back to 
Beaumont to spend the afternoon at Cattail Marsh. We met John, who works at 
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April 28 – Continued

Cattail so we could drive around this large marsh. There were many highlights but the 
50+ Purple Gallinules and about 15 seen Soras were major highlights. We also saw our 
first Fulvous Whistling-Ducks of the trip. It was a great way to spend the afternoon!
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April 29 – Big Thicket Natural Preserve, Rice Fields, Anahuac NWR

Our morning started at Big Thicket Natural Preserve to look for southern breeding war-
blers that we had missed thus far. As soon as we arrived, we heard a Swainson’s Warbler, 
our main target for the morning. We got brief views of this bird, but better views were 
definitely desired.  Eventually, we found another bird and had fantasitic views as this 
hard-to-see warbler belted out his song. Most birds proved difficult to see throughout 
the morning, but we did hear our only Prairie Warbler of the trip. In the afternoon, we 
found a couple of flooded rice fields that provided some great shorebirds such as a small 
flock of Buff-breasted Sandpipers, our only White-rumped Sandpipers, and better views 
of American Golden-Plovers. A late afternoon visit to Anahuac NWR resulted in many 
Stilt Sandpipers and our only Swallow-tailed Kite of the tour!



April 30 – Sabine Woods, Pilot Station Road, Peveto Woods

We started off the morning in southeast Texas at Sabine Woods. Migrants weren’t abun-
dant but we did have some highlights from our time here. Our first Northern Water-
thrush and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, many Orchard Orioles, and spectacular views of 
Prothonotary Warbler were enjoyed. A late morning visit to Pilot Station Road resulted 
in many great looks at Clapper Rail, perched Common Nighthawks, and more Sea-
side Sparrows. After a great BBQ lunch, we headed to Louisiana to visit Peveto Woods. 
Migrants were rather slow again, but we had great views at Painted Buntings. We even 
found a rather uncommon bird for the coast, an American Robin! 
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May 1 – Cameron Prairie NWR, Gulf Coast Beach, Peveto Woods

We started this morning at Cameron Prairie NWR on the Pintail Loop. Many birds were 
seen but the main highlights consisted of great views of two Least Bitterns, a King Rail 
that allowed views, and many wading birds creating a small feeding frenzy in one part 
of the marsh. In the late morning we headed to the beach to look for a couple shorebird 
species we hadn’t seen thus far. A number of shorebirds, terns, and gulls provided some 
entertainment, but it was fairly slow overall. After lunch, we headed back to Peveto 
Woods which was a great decision as songbirds were dropping in throughout the after-
noon. A Philadelphia Vireo, a Worm-eating Warbler among 11 species of warblers, and 
a couple Painted Buntings provided great views! It was a great way to end the tour!
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