
October 18-24, 2022

Tour Leader: Tyler Ficker 

Alaska
Ross's Gull Extravaganza

757 Howe Drive, Carmel, IN 46032 | 317-324-8505
info@SabrewingNatureTours.com | www.SabrewingNatureTours.com



757 Howe Drive, Carmel, IN 46032 | 317-324-8505
info@SabrewingNatureTours.com | www.SabrewingNatureTours.com

Considered by many to be the holy grail of gulls and one of the most sought after 
birds of North America, Ross’s Gull is truly an amazing bird. With little known 
about their migration pattern, one of the few pieces of the puzzle known is that 
Utqiagvik is the place to look for them in fall! Fall migration in the North Slope 
can yield other great birds such as King and Common Eiders, Yellow-billed and 
Pacific Loons, Ivory Gull, Snowy Owl, Short-tailed Shearwater, and is the prime 
time to be on the lookout for rare vagrants to the United States. Our extension 
will take you into the beautiful boreal forests surrounding the Anchorage area 

where we will search for species such as Harlequin Duck, Northern Hawk-Owl, 
Black-backed and American Three-toed Woodpeckers, as well as Spruce Grouse. 

This bucket-list birding experience is not one you’ll soon forget!

Itinerary Overview:Itinerary Overview:

October 18: Arrival in Anchorage and transfer to UtqiagvikOctober 18: Arrival in Anchorage and transfer to Utqiagvik

Our tour starts and ends in Anchorage so we will meet up in the airport ready to travel to the north-
ernmost city in the United States, Utqiagvik. Once we arrive in Utqiagvik, there will still be a few 
hours of light left in the seasonally short day. Once we check into the hotel, we will have the option to 
go bird around for a bit and take advantage of the extra time. 
-Overnight: Utqiagvik

October 19 & 20: Birding UtqiagvikOctober 19 & 20: Birding Utqiagvik

The day will be spent hit various sea watching locations around the north and west side of town 
where we hope to encounter species such as King and Common Eiders, Yellow-billed and Pacific 
Loons, Short-tailed Shearwater, Sabine’s Gull, Black Guillemot, and ultimately, Ross’s Gull. Utqiag-
vik in October may not boast the largest of species lists but it’s quality over quantity and we will be 
enjoying some fantastic species! We will spend a lot of our day outside of the vehicle with scopes in 
order to find some of these species. The vehicle will be right in our vicinity at all times for your con-
venience, safety, and warmth. Make sure you’re packed and dressed for low 20’s with cold winds.
-Overnight: Utqiagvik

October 18: Arrival in Anchorage and transfer to Utqiagvik
October 19 & 20: Birding Utqiagvik
October 21: Morning birding in Utqiagvik and transfer to Anchorage
October 22 & 23: Birding Anchorage
October 24: Departure from Anchorage

Detailed Itinerary:Detailed Itinerary:
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October 21: Morning birding in Utqiagvik and transfer to AnchorageOctober 21: Morning birding in Utqiagvik and transfer to Anchorage

We will spend one final morning sea watching around Utqiagvik before taking the afternoon flight 
back to Anchorage. For those not continuing on to bird the Anchorage area with us, the tour will end 
upon arrival to Anchorage. Those choosing to do the extension will continue with us for dinner and 
lodging in Anchorage, ready to bird the next morning.
-Overnight: Anchorage

October 22 & 23: Birding Anchorage October 22 & 23: Birding Anchorage 

The city of Anchorage and the surrounding area provides both migration stopover and wintering 
habitat for many boreal species which we will be hoping to track down. Species of focus during this 
part of the tour are Spruce Grouse, Willow, White-tailed, and Rock Ptarmigans, American Three-
toed and Black-backed Woodpeckers, Barrow’s Goldeneye, Northern Goshawk, Northern Hawk-
Owl, American Dipper, and Boreal Chickadee.
-Overnight: Anchorage

Snow Bunting Ross's Gull King Eider

Long-tailed Ducks
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October 24: Departure from AnchorageOctober 24: Departure from Anchorage

Boreal Chickadee Bald Eagles King Eider
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Trip Details:Trip Details:
Cost:Cost:
Price per person (double occupancy), from Anchorage, Alaska: $4,599
Single Supplement: $800
Minimum Participants: 4
Maximum Participants: 8

Price Includes:Price Includes:
Expert Guide
Ground Transportation in Alaska
Airfare within Alaska
All Lodging
All Meals
Park Entrance Fees

Price Price Does Not Does Not Include:Include:
Airfare to and from Anchorage, Alaska
Airport Taxes
Passport and Visa Fees
Alcoholic Beverages
Personal Items
Travel Insurance
Tips

Deposit:Deposit:
A deposit of $500 per person is required to hold your spot on this tour. The remaining 
balance is due no later than 3 months prior to the scheduled start date of the tour (July 18, 
2022).

If you have an questions about this tour or would like to sign up for it, please contact Rob at 
info@sabrewingnaturetours.com, by phone at 317-324-8505, or register through our website 
at sabrewingnaturetours.com.

Responsibility/Disclaimer Statement:
Sabrewing Nature Tours acts only as an agent for the various independent suppliers that provide hotel accommodations, trans-
portation, sightseeing, activities, or other services connected with this tour.  Such services are subject to the terms and conditions 
of those suppliers.  Sabrewing Nature Tours and their respective employees, agents, representatives, and assigns accept no liability 
whatsoever for any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or any other incident which may be caused by the negligence, defect, de-
fault of any company or person in performing these services.  Responsibility is not accepted for losses, injury, damages, or expenses 
of any kind due to sickness, weather, strikes, hostilities, wars, terrorist acts, acts of nature, local laws, or other such causes.  All 
services and accommodations are subject to the laws and regulations of the country in which they are provided.  Sabrewing Nature 
Tours is not responsible for any baggage or personal effects of any individual participating in the tours/trips arranged by Sabrewing 
Nature Tours.  Individual travelers are responsible for purchasing a travel insurance policy, if desired, that will cover some of the 
expenses associated with the loss of luggage or personal effects.


